[MI:1 A] 
[B] 


[IV:1 A] 


[B] 
[C] 


[U] Rabbis say, “Two ears for each.” 
[V] R. Yosé says, “Even one [usable] ear for each.” 
An idiot: 


Said R. Eleazar, “‘It was clearly demonstrated to you’ (Deut. 4:35) 
[thus excluding those to whom the knowledge is inaccessible].” 


A minor: R. Jeremiah, and R. Aibu bar Nigri were studying together. 
They said, “We have learned: What is the definition of a minor? It is 
any who cannot ride on the shoulder of his father [M. 1:1H]. 


“Now can such a minor speak or listen [that he should be included]?” 


They retracted [their opinion] and stated, “When Scripture says, 
‘Three times a year] all your males [shall appear before the 

Lord’ (Deut. 16:16)] — [with the word ‘all’] serving to include a 
minor.” 


[D] And may one say, ““Every male’ serves to include a deaf-mute?” 


[E] “So that they may hear” (Deut. 31:12) serves to exclude a deaf- 
mute. 


[F] “So that they may learn [teach] serves likewise to exclude a deaf- 
mute.” 


[G] And may one say, “‘So that they may hear and learn’ serves to 
exclude a minor?” 


[H] Said R. Yosé, “Since one verse of Scripture [‘all your males’ ] 
serves to include and another verse of Scripture [‘in order that 
they may hear’] serves to exclude, I shall include the minor, 
who will be liable to make a personal appearance [as a fully 
qualified person] in time to come, and I shall exclude the deaf- 
mute, who never will be liable to participate in time to come.” 


[I] Samuel bar Abba raised the following question before R. 
Zeira: “As to a minor who is a deaf-mute, what is the law 
on his being liable [to make an appearance on a pilgrim- 
festival]?” 


[J] He said to him, “Now look here! Do we have a native-born 
[Israelite] on earth, and a proselyte in the height of the 
heavens?! If an adult, who is a deaf-mute, is exempt, a 
minor, who is a deaf-mute, all the more so [will be 
exempt]!” 


